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at dinner that all the bees had died in this district, and that the
reason was they had not been ' told ' about the war.

It appears that bees should always be ' told ' about deaths
in the family and other important happenings, otherwise they
will die. She met a woman in the road with a lot of honey,
and asked her how it was that she almost alone had succeeded
with her bees. The woman said : " Ah ! But as soon as the
war broke out I went- and told my bees all about it." Miss
X. believed in this superstition. Edith Johnston said that her
parents had lost 7 hives out of 9.

Monday, August gth.

After my return home I was ill with colitis until the end of July,
and in bed for 9 days. I did not resume my visits to London
until August 6th, when I had a long talk with Spender and
Masterman, who agreed that not only was the Russian adminis-
tration corrupt, but the War Office was thoroughly Germanised
until after the beginning of the war. Even Witte was pro-
German until Turkey came in. Spender said Russia had
7 minion men trained but not armed yet.

Renewed activity up this coast about preparations for invasion.
Generals came down from town, and I had communications with
Lieut.-General Sir A. R. Martin, K.C.B.

Saturday, August
London.   Masterman lunched with me at Reform.

W.A.R. Committee. George Whale * joined it. Tea with
Pinker after it.

Then long talk with Dr. Brend afterwards. He had brought
over wounded from Ostend in October and was very im-
pressive about official incompetence. A positive man; rather
agreeable.

I dined with Clifford Sharp at Romano's. He told me that
Brooks had told him Brooks was in Northcliffe's room when N.
himself dictated the Daily Mail article about Kitchener, and that
it was very much stronger then than in print. It seems North-
cliffe, having no sons, is very keen on his nephews. He has
already lost two in the war, if not three, and he regards them
as having been murdered by Lord K. When remonstrated with

1 Solicitor, ex-mayor of Woolwich, and one of the f oundeis of the Omar
Khayyam Club.
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